
Harvest Thanksgiving
Sunday 3 October  2021

Words of Welcome & Introduction

Opening Responses
Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns and yet God
provides their food.
May our hearts be open to trust you.

Look at the birds of the air; they don't have
maps or satnav and yet God writes the instinct
for migration into their hearts.
May our eyes be open to see you.

Look at the birds of the air; they don't have
teachers to tell them what to do, yet God
weaves into groups to keep them safe.
May our hands be open to serve you.

Worship in Song
We plough the fields and scatter
The good seed on the land,
But it is fed and watered
By God's almighty hand;
He sends the snow in winter,
The warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine
And soft refreshing rain.

   All good gifts around us
   Are sent from heaven above, 
   Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord,
   For all His love.

He only is the Maker
Of all things near and far;
He paints the wayside flower,
He lights the evening star;
The wind and waves obey Him,
By Him the birds are fed;
Much more to us, his children,
He gives our daily bread.

We thank you, then, O Father,
For all things bright and good,
The seed-time and the harvest,
Our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer
For all thy love imparts,
And what thou most desirest
Our humble, thankful hearts.

Video - What are you thankful for?

Talk
Giving thanks for all God's gifts

Thanksgiving Prayer
For the rich soils of the countryside, for good
seed, and for the green corn springing out of
the earth, 
we thank you O God, and praise your holy name.

For the warm sweetness of the fertile rain, for
the hot days of ripening sun, and for the harvest, 
we thank you O God, and praise your holy name.

For the yield of the forests, the earth and the sea
we thank you O God, and praise your holy name.

For all who work on the land, in the mines, or
on the waters, and for their courage in days of
difficulty and disappointment, 
we thank you O God, and praise your holy name.

For those who work in office, shop, factory, 
and in transport, to meet our needs, 
we thank you O God, and praise your holy name.

For these and all your blessings we make our
harvest thanksgiving and give you all the glory. 
Amen.



Worship in Song
My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who bore my pain
Who plumbed the depths of my disgrace
And gave me life again
Who crushed my curse of sinfulness
And clothed me with His light
And wrote His law of righteousness
With pow'r upon my heart

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who walks beside
Who floods my weaknesses with strength
And causes fears to fly
Whose every promise is enough
For every step I take
Sustaining me with arms of love
And crowning me with grace

My heart is filled with thankfulness
To Him who reigns above
Whose wisdom is my perfect peace
Whose every thought is love
For every day I have on earth
Is given by the King
So I will give my life my all
To love and follow Him

Where does our food come from?

Where will our Harvest gifts go?

Offertory Prayer
Lord God, thank you for all the food we see before
us that has been given today.  Bless each one who
has given.  May we use this food to help those in
need to the glory of your name; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord.  Amen.

Song (Rainbows & Brownies)

Sorry Prayers
We say sorry for the things we do wrong and
our misuse of God's creation. 

God our Father, we are sorry for the times
when we have used your gifts carelessly, and
acted ungratefully.  
Father in your mercy, forgive us and help us.

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes
forget that you have given them to us.
Father, in your mercy, forgive us and help us.

We belong to a people who are full and
satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.
Father, in your mercy, forgive us and help us.

We are thoughtless, and do not care enough for
the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy, forgive us and help us.

We store up goods for ourselves alone, as if
there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy, forgive us and help us.

May God who loved the world so much that
he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us
our sins and make us holy to serve him in the
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Video - Don't Worry 

Bible Reading
Matthew 6:25-34 (Church Bible page 811)

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.

Worship in Song
I will offer up my life In spirit and truth
Pouring out the oil of love as my worship to you
In surrender I must give my every part
Lord receive the sacrifice of a broken heart

   Jesus what can I give what can I bring
   To so faithful a friend to so loving a King
   Saviour what can be said what can be sung
   As a praise of Your name
   For the things You have done
   Oh my words could not tell not even in part
   Of the debt of love that is owed
   By this thankful heart

You deserve my every breath
For You've paid the great cost
Giving up Your life to death even death on a
cross



You took all my shame away there defeated my sin
Opened up the gates of heaven
And have beckoned me in

Prayers

Worship in Song
Cabbages and greens, broccoli and beans, 
Cauliflower and roasted potatoes, 
Taste so good to me! 
Apricots and plums, ripened in the sun, 
Oranges and yellow bananas, 
Good for everyone! 

It’s another Harvest Festival 
When we bring our fruit and vegetables, 
Cause we want to share the best of all 
The good things that we’ve been given. 
It’s another opportunity  
to be grateful for the food we eat 
With a Samba celebration  
To say thank you to God the Father.

Short Talk - Damian

What We Believe
We believe in one God, who is Creator, maker of
all we see, and all we don't see; who is ruler of the
universe and source of all creation.

We believe in Jesus Christ, truly God and truly
human. He is one with the Father; the Word made
flesh, our Messiah and saviour of all creation.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, breath of God
moving among us; who is one with the Father and
one with the Son; our comforter and our guide
and teacher of all creation.  Amen

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily
bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.  Lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil.  For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not,
As thou hast been thou for ever wilt be.

   Great is thy faithfulness.
   Great is thy faithfulness.
   Morning by morning new mercies I see;
   All I have needed thy hand hath provided,
   Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.

Blessing
Do not worry about what you will eat, or what
you will wear.  Look at the birds of the air, or
the flowers in the field.  If God takes such
good care of birds and flowers, how much
more will He care for you?  So don’t be afraid.
Instead, let your lives be marked by
compassion and generosity, sharing what you
have been given with those in need, storing
up your treasure in heaven instead of here on
earth.  And the blessing of God almighty, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among
you and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


