
Service of Holy Baptism 
17 October 2021 at 11 am

Words of Welcome

Introduction
After the baptism, Paul Clemence will be
speaking. He asks the question: "Does God
care about us, even when we mess up?"

Worship in Song
Come people of the risen king
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the morning star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in

  Rejoice rejoice let ev'ry tongue rejoice
  One heart one voice
  O Church of Christ rejoice

Come those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace

Come young and old from ev'ry land
Men and women of the faith
Come those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The truth that cries through ev'ry age
Our God is all in all

The Liturgy of Baptism
Introduction
Our Lord Jesus Christ has told us that to enter
the kingdom of heaven we must be born again

of water and the Spirit, and has given us
baptism as the sign and seal of this new birth.
Here we are washed by the Holy Spirit and
made clean. Here we are clothed with Christ,
dying to sin that we may live his risen life.  As
children of God, we have a new dignity and
God calls us to fullness of life.

Presentation of Clara 
Faith is the gift of God to his people.  In
baptism the Lord is adding to our number
those whom he is calling.  People of God, will
you welcome Clara  and uphold her in her
new life in Christ?
With the help of God, we will. 

Parents and godparents, the Church receives
Clara  with joy.   Today we are trusting God for
her growth in faith.  Will you pray for her, draw
her by your example into the community of faith
and walk with her in the way of Christ?
Parents and godparents:
With the help of God, we will.

In baptism Clara  begins her journey in faith.
You speak for her today.  Will you care for
her, and help her to take her place within the
life and worship of Christ's Church?
Parents and godparents:
With the help of God, we will.

The Decision
The Paschal candle is lit.

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into
his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means
dying to sin and rising to new life with her.
Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion
against God?
Parents and godparents: I reject them.



Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
Parents and godparents: I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us
from God and neighbour?
Parents and godparents: I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
Parents and godparents: I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
Parents and godparents: I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and
the life?
Parents and godparents: I come to Christ.

Signing with the Cross
Christ claims you for his own.
Receive the sign of the cross.

Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of
Christ crucified.
Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against
sin, the world and the devil, and remain
faithful to Christ to the end of your life.

May almighty God deliver you from the powers
of darkness, restore in the you the image of his
glory, and lead you in the light and obedience
of Christ.  Amen. 

Prayer over the Water
Praise God who made heaven and earth,
who keeps his promise for ever.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

We thank you, almighty God, for the gift of
water to sustain, refresh and cleanse all life.
Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the
beginning of creation. Through water you led
the children of Israel from slavery in Egypt to
freedom in the Promised Land. In water your
Son Jesus received the baptism of John and
was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah,
the Christ, to lead us from the death of sin to
newness of life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of
baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his
death. By it we share in his resurrection.
Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, in joyful obedience to your Son,
we baptize into his fellowship those who
come to him in faith.

Now sanctify this water, that, by the power
of your Holy Spirit, those being baptised may
be cleansed from sin and born again.
Renewed in your image, may they walk by
the light of faith and continue for ever in the
risen life of Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom
with you and the Holy Spirit be all honour
and glory, now and for ever.  Amen.

Profession of Faith
Let us affirm our common faith in Jesus Christ.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
source of all being and life,
the one for whom we exist?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, who took
our human nature, died for us and rose again?
We believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy
Spirit, who gives life to the people of God
and makes Christ known in the world?
We believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.  We believe and trust in
one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Baptism
Clara , I baptize you in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

May God, who has received you by baptism
into his Church, pour upon you the riches of
his grace, that within the company of Christ's
pilgrim people you may daily be renewed by
his anointing Spirit, and come to the
inheritance of the saints in glory.  Amen.



Commission
We have brought Clara  to baptism knowing
that Jesus died and rose again for her and
trusting in the promise that God hears and
answers prayer. We have prayed that in Jesus
Christ she will know the forgiveness of her sins
and the new life of the Spirit.
 
As she grows up, she will need the help and
encouragement of the Christian community so
that she may learn to know God in public
worship and private prayer, follow Jesus Christ
in the life of faith, serve her neighbour after
the example of Christ, and in due course come
to confirmation. 

As part of the Church of Christ, we all have a duty
to support her by prayer, example and teaching.
As her parents and godparents, you have the
prime responsibility for guiding and helping her in
her early years. This is a demanding task for which
you will need the help and grace of God.
Therefore let us now pray for grace in guiding
Clara  in the way of faith.

Faithful and loving God, bless those who care
for Clara  and grant them your gifts of love,
wisdom and faith.  Pour upon them your
healing and reconciling love, and protect their
home from all evil.  Fill them with the light of
your presence and establish them in the joy of
your kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has
taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be
thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this
day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever
and ever.  Amen.

Giving of a Lighted Candle
God has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and has given us a place with the saints in
light.  Clara , you have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
Shine as a light in the world to the glory of
God the Father.

Welcome
God has received you by baptism into his Church. 
We welcome you into the Lord's Family.  We
are members together of the body of Christ;
we are children of the same heavenly
Father; we are inheritors together of the
kingdom of God.  We welcome you.

Song of Worship
Holy Spirit living breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul.
Bring the presence of the risen Lord
To renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause your word to come alive in me,
Give me faith for what I cannot see;
Give me passion for your purity;
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within,
May your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover every sin
In each thought and deed and attitude:
Kindness to the greatest and the least,
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my strivings into works of grace;
Breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation's birth,
Giving life to all that God has made,
Show your power once again on earth,
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways.
May the fragrance of our prayers arise;
Lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ
May be clear for all the world to see.

Bible Reading
Hebrews 5.1-10  (Church Bible page 1003)

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Sermon

Song of Worship
   Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul
   Worship his holy name
   Sing like never before O my soul
   I'll worship your holy name

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger
Your name is great and your heart is kind
For all your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Special Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father, by the power of your Holy Spirit
you give to your faithful people new life in the
water of baptism. Guide and strengthen us by the
same Spirit, that we who are born again may
serve you in faith and love, and grow into the full
stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is alive and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit now
and for ever.  Amen. 

Saying Sorry Prayers
The word of God is living and active.  It judges
the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  All is
open and laid bare before the eyes of him to
whom we give account.  We confess our sins in
penitence and faith.

God our Father, long-suffering, full of grace
and truth, we confess that we have sinned
against you and our neighbour. We have
wounded your love and marred your image in
us. Restore us for the sake of your Son, and
bring us to heavenly joy, in Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

May God who loved the world so much that
he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us
our sins and make us holy to serve him in the
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Intercessions
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Now when peace like a river attendeth my soul,
And when sorrows like sea billows roll,
Then whatever my lot you have taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

   It is well with my soul
   When the storms of winter blow,
   And the cares of this world take their toll.
   In the heat of the day 
   there is grace enough to say,
   It is well, it is well with my soul.

And when satan should tempt me and trials
should come,
Let this blessed assurance control:
For he sees every weakness and knows every fear,
And has shed his own blood for my soul.

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds
in the knowledge and love of God, and of his
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


