
Service of Holy Communion 
7 November 2021 at 11 am
Third Sunday before Advent

Words of Welcome

Introduction
Today we shall be looking at an Old Testament
prophet, Jonah, who ran away when God told
him to go Nineveh and preach against it. In a
remarkable series of events involving him being
swallowed alive by a great fish and then being
vomited onto dry land, God gave Jonah a second
chance.  This time Jonah obeyed God's voice and
preached to the people of Nineveh, and they
believed in God and repented.

Opening Prayer
Holy One, God of all creation, you call us to be
your people, to carry your vision in this
generation, and to go where you send us with
the good news of your love and forgiveness. 
As we gather today in the presence of the
risen Christ, fill us with your Holy Spirit, that
we may humbly share the gospel with all
people without prejudice or partiality. Amen.

Worship in Song
God's saints of old, through history told
Of the One who was to come:
A son, a king, a Lamb to be slain
For the sins of all the world.

   He's the Promise of the Ages,
   Lifted up to save us,
   Jesus Christ, our sacrifice.
   He's the Fount of living water,
   King and Friend forever,
   Bow before the Promise of the Ages.

In flesh he came, yet chose to remain
With the outcast and the poor.
He bled, he died, was raised, glorified,
Now he lives forever more!

Bridge
   Lift your hands and sing 'hallelujah'
   To the King of all the earth
   Raise your voice and sing `hallelujah'
   To the King of all the earth.

How long until the earth will be filled
With the knowledge of the Lord;
When he shall come, when nations and
tongues
Will be joined in glorious song?

Confession
Lord God, what a blessing and privilege we
have in knowing your grace, mercy and
peace.  But, like Jonah, sometimes we want
to keep these blessings to ourselves.  Many
are longing and thirsting to experience
fulfilment in life.  Forgive us our reluctance
to share our experience of you, and our
hesitations to witness to those we are
different from us, for fear they just might
become friends.  So let us confess our sins:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we
have sinned against you and against our
neighbour in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault.  We are
truly sorry and repent of all our sins.  For
the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died
for us, forgive us all that is past and grant
that we may serve you in newness of life to
the glory of your name.  Amen.

Assurance of God's Forgiveness
The one who calls us to this place calls us to
reconciliation through grace.  God will not
deny a repentant heart or an open spirit. 
Know that you are forgiven and walk in the
new way that is made known to you in God’s
love.  Amen.



Special Prayer for Today
Holy God, we are reluctant to share the gospel
with our enemies, and see you forgive and
redeem them.  Forgive our hardness of heart,
O God.  Teach us to love our enemies, that our
lives may proclaim your truth, namely that
love is stronger than hate, and mercy is
greater than vengeance.  We ask this in the
name of the Prince of Peace.  Amen.

Bible Reading
Jonah 3.1-10  (Church Bible page 775)
(Reader: Phil Butterworth)

This is the Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Sermon - Damian

Song of Worship
King of kings majesty
God of heaven living in me
Gentle Saviour closest friend
Strong deliv'rer beginning and end
All within me falls at Your throne

   Your majesty I can but bow
   I lay my all before You now
   In royal robes I don't deserve
   I live to serve Your majesty

Earth and heav'n worship You
Love eternal faithful and true
Who bought the nations ransomed souls
Brought this sinner near to Your throne
All within me cries out in praise

Affirmation of Faith
Using the words from Colossians 1, let us
confess our faith in the Son of God:
Christ is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation.  By him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, thrones, powers, rulers, and
authorities; all things were created by him and
for him.  He is before all things and in him all
things hold together.  He is the head of the body,
the Church; he is the beginning and the firstborn
from the dead.  Amen.

Prayers (led by Bill Barrow)

At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
od has reconciled us to himself through
Christ and given us the ministry of
reconciliation.  So let us offer the peace of
God to all.

The peace of God be always with you.
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
Generous God, creator, redeemer,
sustainer, at your table  we present this
money, symbol of the work you have given
us to do; use it, use us, in the service of
your world to the glory of your name. 
Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord is here.  
His Spirit is with us.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at all
times and in all places to give you thanks and
praise, holy Father, heavenly King, almighty and
eternal God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For he is our great high priest who has looses us
from our sins  and has made us to be a royal
priesthood to you our God and Father.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven, we proclaim
your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.



All glory be to you, our heavenly Father, who,
in your tender mercy, gave your only Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the
cross for our redemption; who made there by
his one oblation of himself once offered a full,
perfect and sufficient sacrifice, oblation and
satisfaction for the sins of the whole world; he
instituted, and in his holy gospel commanded
us to continue, a perpetual memory of his
precious death until he comes again.

Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray, and
grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,
we receiving these gifts of your creation, this
bread and this wine, according to your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution,  in
remembrance of his death and passion, may
be partakers of his most blessed body and
blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat;
this is my body  which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you
restored our life. Lord Jesus, come in glory.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father, in
remembrance of the precious death and
passion, the mighty resurrection and glorious
ascension of your dear Son Jesus Christ, we
offer you through him this our sacrifice of
praise and thanksgiving.

Grant that by his merits and death, and
through faith in his blood, we and all your
Church may receive forgiveness of our sins and
all other benefits of his passion. Although we

are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to
offer you any sacrifice, yet we pray that you
will accept this the duty and service that we
owe.  Do not weigh our merits, but pardon
our offences, and fill us all who share  in this
holy communion with your grace and
heavenly blessing;

through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and
with whom, and in  whom, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours,
almighty Father, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song
You're the Word of God the Father
From before the world began
Ev'ry star and ev'ry planet
Has been fashioned by Your hand
All creation holds together
By the power of Your voice
Let the skies declare Your glory
Let the land and seas rejoice



   You're the author of creation
   You're the Lord of ev'ry man
   And Your cry of love rings out
   Across the lands

Yet You left the gaze of angels
Came to seek and save the lost
And exchanged the joy of heaven
For the anguish of a cross
With a prayer You fed the hungry
With a word You stilled the sea
Yet how silently You suffered
That the guilty may go free

With a shout You rose victorious
Wresting victory from the grave
And ascended into heaven
Leading captives in Your wake
Now You stand before the Father
Interceding for Your own
From each tribe and tongue and nation
You are leading sinners home

Prayer after Communion
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise,
that when we were still far off you met us in
your Son and brought us home. Dying and
living, he declared your love, gave us grace,
and opened the gate of glory. May we who
share Christ's body live his risen life; we who
drink his cup bring life to others; we whom
the Spirit lights give light to the world. Keep
us firm in the hope you have set before us, so
we and all your children shall be free, and the
whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed

The Lord has promised good to me
His Word my hope secures
He will my shield and portion be
As long as life endures

Through many dangers toils and snares
I have already come
'Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far
And grace will lead me home

Yea when this flesh and heart shall fail
And mortal life shall cease
I shall possess within the veil
A life of joy and peace

When we've been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We've no less days to sing God's praise
Than when we first begun

Blessing
The Lord bless you and watch over you, the
Lord make his face shine upon you and be
gracious to you, the Lord look kindly on you
and give you peace.  And may the blessing of
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


