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Confirmation Service 
28 November 2021 at 11am

Advent Sunday

Welcome - Damian

Worship in Song
Come people of the risen king
Who delight to bring Him praise
Come all and tune your hearts to sing
To the morning star of grace
From the shifting shadows of the earth
We will lift our eyes to Him
Where steady arms of mercy reach
To gather children in

  Rejoice rejoice let ev'ry tongue rejoice
  One heart one voice
  O Church of Christ rejoice

Come those whose joy is morning sun
And those weeping through the night
Come those who tell of battles won
And those struggling in the fight
For His perfect love will never change
And His mercies never cease
But follow us through all our days
With the certain hope of peace

Come young and old from ev'ry land
Men and women of the faith
Come those with full or empty hands
Find the riches of His grace
Over all the world His people sing
Shore to shore we hear them call
The truth that cries through ev'ry age
Our God is all in all

The Greeting
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

There is one body and one spirit.
There is one hope to which we were called;

one Lord, one faith, one baptism,
one God and Father of all.

Peace be with you
and also with you.

Prayers of Penitence
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son
Jesus Christ  to save us from our sins, to be our
advocate in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life.

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith,
firmly resolved to keep God's commandments
and to live in love and peace with all.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we
have sinned against you and against our
neighbour in thought and word and deed,
through negligence, through weakness,
through our own deliberate fault. We are
truly sorry and repent of all our sins. For the
sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for
us, forgive us all that is past and grant that
we may serve you in newness of life to the
glory of your name.  Amen.

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent,
have mercy upon you pardon and deliver you
from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in
all goodness and keep you in life eternal: through
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

The Collect
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy 
gladdened the disciples  with the sight of the risen
Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with
us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by
his risen life, and serve you continually in
righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your
Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.  Amen.

Bible Reading
Luke 21.25-36 (Church Bible page 881)

Reader: This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ 



The Sermon (The Bishop)

Worship in Song
What gift of grace is Jesus my redeemer
There is no more for heaven now to give
He is my joy my righteousness and freedom
My steadfast love my deep and boundless peace
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
For my life is wholly bound to his
Oh how strange and divine I can sing all is mine
Yet not I but through Christ in me

The night is dark but I am not forsaken
For by my side the Saviour he will stay
I labour on in weakness and rejoicing
For in my need his power is displayed
To this I hold my Shepherd will defend me
Through the deepest valley he will lead
Oh the night has been won and I shall overcome
Yet not I but through Christ in me

No fate I dread I know I am forgiven
The future sure the price it has been paid
For Jesus bled and suffered for my pardon
And he was raised to overthrow the grave
To this I hold my sin has been defeated
Jesus now and ever is my plea
Oh the chains are released I can sing I am free
Yet not I but through Christ in me

With every breath I long to follow Jesus
For he has said that he will bring me home
And day by day I know he will renew me
Until I stand with joy before the throne
To this I hold my hope is only Jesus
All the glory evermore to him
When the race is complete still my lips shall repeat
Yet not I but through Christ in me

The Presentation of the Candidates
The Bishop asks the candidates:

Have you been baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit?
Candidates I have 

Are you ready with your own mouth and from your
own heart to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?
Candidates I am 

The Bishop addresses the congregation:

People of God, will you welcome these candidates
and uphold them in their life in Christ?
All With the help of God, we will.

The Decision
The Bishop addresses the candidates:

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into
his marvellous light. To follow Christ means
dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
Therefore I ask:
Do you reject the devil and all rebellion
against God?
Candidates I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?
Candidates I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us
from God and neighbour?
Candidates I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
Candidates I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
Candidates I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth
and the life?
Candidates I come to Christ.

May God who has given you the desire to
follow Christ, give you strength to continue in
the Way.
All Amen.

Profession of Faith
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess together
with these candidates  the faith of the Church.
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead.  On the third day he



rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Almighty God, we thank you for our fellowship
in the household of faith  with all who have
been baptized into your name. Keep us faithful
to our baptism, and so make us ready for that
day  when the whole creation shall be made
perfect in your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen.

The Confirmation
The Bishop stands before the candidates and says:

Our help is in the name of the Lord
All: who has made heaven and earth.

Blessed be the name of the Lord
All: now and for ever. Amen.

The Bishop extends his hands towards the candidates
and says:

Almighty and ever-living God, you have given
these your servants new birth in baptism by
water and the Spirit  and in Christ have
forgiven them all their sins.  Let your Holy
Spirit rest upon them: the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding; the Spirit of counsel and
inward strength; the Spirit of knowledge and
true godliness; and let their delight be in the
fear of the Lord.  Amen.

The Bishop addresses each candidate by name and

then lays hands on them: 
N, God has called you by name and made you
his own.  Confirm, O Lord, your servant N with
your Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The candidates return to their seats and remain
standing.  The Bishop invites the congregation to
pray for all those on whom hands have been laid.

All: Defend, O Lord, these your servants
with your heavenly grace, that they may
continue yours for ever, and daily increase
in your Holy Spirit more and more until they
come to your everlasting kingdom.  Amen.

The Welcome and Peace
God has made us one in Christ.  He has set his seal
upon us  and, as a pledge of what is to come, has
given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Prayers of Intercession
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Banns of Marriage

Worship in Song
I will offer up my life In spirit and truth
Pouring out the oil of love as my worship to you
In surrender I must give my every part
Lord receive the sacrifice of a broken heart

   Jesus what can I give what can I bring
   To so faithful a friend to so loving a King
   Saviour what can be said what can be sung
   As a praise of Your name
   For the things You have done
   Oh my words could not tell not even in part
   Of the debt of love that is owed
   By this thankful heart

You deserve my every breath
For You've paid the great cost
Giving up Your life to death even death on a cross
You took all my shame away there defeated my sin
Opened up the gates of heaven
And have beckoned me in



Offertory Prayer
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the
glory, the splendour, and the majesty.  For
everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 
All things come from you, and of your own
do we give you.  Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Father, we give you thanks and praise through
your beloved Son Jesus Christ, your living
Word, through whom you have created all
things; who was sent by you in your great
goodness to be our Saviour.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; as
your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, he lived on
earth and went about among us; he opened wide
his arms for us on the cross; he put an end to
death by dying for us; and revealed the
resurrection by rising to new life; so he fulfilled
your will and won for you a holy people.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven, we proclaim
your great and glorious name, for ever praising
you and saying:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna
in the highest.

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all
holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy
Spirit, and according to your holy will, these
gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the
same night that he was betrayed, took bread
and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this is my body
which is given for you; do this in remembrance
of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died: Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on
the cross, his perfect sacrifice  made once for
the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,
and looking for his coming in glory, we
celebrate this memorial of our redemption.
As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving, we bring before you this
bread and this cup  and we thank you for
counting us worthy to stand in your presence
and serve you.

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and
gather into one in your kingdom all who
share this one bread and one cup, so that
we, in the company of all the saints, may
praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus
Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom,
and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty
Father, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
Though we are many, we are one body,
because we all share in one bread.



Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord
Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his blood
which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on him
in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song
   Bless the Lord O my soul, O my soul
   Worship his holy name
   Sing like never before O my soul
   I'll worship your holy name

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning
It's time to sing your song again
Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me
Let me be singing when the evening comes

You're rich in love and you're slow to anger
Your name is great and your heart is kind
For all your goodness I will keep on singing
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find

And on that day when my strength is failing
The end draws near and my time has come
Still my soul will sing your praise unending
Ten thousand years and then forevermore

Prayer after Communion
Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus
Christ.  Through him we offer you our souls
and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  Send us
out in the power of your Spirit to live and
work to your praise and glory.  Amen.

The Commission
Those who are baptized are called to worship
and serve God. Will you continue in the
apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
All With the help of God, I will.

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and,
whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?
All With the help of God, I will.

Will you proclaim by word and example the
good news of God in Christ?
All With the help of God, I will.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people,
loving your neighbour as yourself?
All With the help of God, I will.

Will you acknowledge Christ's authority over
human society, by prayer for the world and
its leaders, by defending the weak, and by
seeking peace and justice?
All With the help of God, I will.

May Christ dwell in your hearts through
faith, that you may be rooted and grounded
in love  and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit.
Amen.

The Blessing
The God of all grace, who called you to his
eternal glory in Christ Jesus, establish,
strengthen and settle you in the faith; and
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you always.  Amen.

A lighted candle may be given to all the candidates 

God has delivered us from the dominion of
darkness and has given us a place with the
saints in light.  You have received the light of
Christ; walk in this light all the days of your life.

All: Shine as a light in the world to the
glory of God the Father.

Worship in Song
Love divine all loves excelling
Joy of heaven to earth come down
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling
All Thy faithful mercies crown
Jesus Thou art all compassion
Pure unbounded love Thou art
Visit us with Thy salvation
Enter every trembling heart



Breathe O breathe Thy loving Spirit
Into every troubled breast
Let us all in Thee inherit
Let us find Thy promised rest
Take away the love of sinning
Alpha and Omega be
End of faith as its beginning
Set our hearts at liberty

Come Almighty to deliver
Let us all Thy grace receive
Suddenly return and never
Never more Thy temples leave
Thee we would be always blessing
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above
Pray and praise Thee without ceasing
Glory in Thy perfect love

Finish then Thy new creation
Pure and spotless let us be
Let us see Thy great salvation
Perfectly restored in Thee
Changed from glory into glory
Till in heaven we take our place
Till we cast our crowns before Thee
Lost in wonder love and praise

The Dismissal
Go in the light and peace of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

You are warmly invited to join the families and the Bishop for refreshments 
in Church after the service.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


