
Service of Holy Communion 
12 December 2022 at 11 am
The Third Sunday of Advent

Words of Welcome

Today's Theme
The angel Gabriel appears to Mary

Opening Prayer
God, you who are the Most High Lord of all,
love those who are humble, and chose Mary,
the lowly virgin from Nazareth, to become the
mother of your Son Jesus.  Through your Holy
Spirit make us aware of the poverty of our
hearts, that we may be ready, like Mary, to
serve you and do whatever you ask of us,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Worship in Song
Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord
Unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice
Tender to me the promise of His Word
In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice

Tell out my soul the greatness of His name
Make known His might the deeds His arm has done
His mercy sure from age to age the same
His holy name the Lord the mighty one

Tell out my soul the greatness of His might
Powers and dominions lay their glory by
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight
The hungry fed the humble lifted high

Tell out my soul the glories of His Word
Firm is His promise and His mercy sure
Tell out my soul the greatness of the Lord
To children's children and for evermore

Lighting the Advent Candle
with an explanation of the meaning of the first
2 candles (1. Prophets, 2. John the Baptist, 3
Mary, 4. The people of God)

Confession
Lord God our heavenly Father, we confess
that we have not loved you with our whole
heart, and we have failed to love one
another as ourselves.
 
We have not followed the paths you have
given us, choosing instead to follow our own.

We have broken relationships, we chase
consumer desires, and we treat those who
wait on us as unimportant.  

We spend our time and money on gifts for
those who give us gifts.  

We have not heard the cry of the needy nor
the hungry and fail to fight the cause of the
oppressed.  

Forgive us Lord, from all our sins, and may
we serve you willingly as Mary, the mother
of Jesus did.  Amen.

Assurance of God's Forgiveness
May God who loved the world so much that
he sent his Son to be our Saviour forgive us
our sins and make us holy to serve him in the
world, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
When does an ordinary life become
extraordinary or a moment in time change
history?  When God enters in, forgives sin,
and allows us to begin again.  When we
repeat those words of Mary: ‘May it be to
me as you say’

Lord God, you choose the very least and
raise us up to greatness
For nothing is impossible with God

You take the weak and disadvantaged, and
raise us out of darkness
For nothing is impossible with God

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His love endures forever.



Bible Reading
Luke 1.26-38 (Church Bible page 855)
(Reader: Libby Holt )

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon - Peter

Song of Worship
The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame;
'All hail,' said he, 'thou lowly maiden Mary,
most highly favoured lady,' Gloria

'For know a blessed Mother thou shalt be,
all generations laud and honour thee,
thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
most highly favoured lady,' Gloria

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head,
'To me be as it pleaseth God,' she said,
'my soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name.'
Most highly favoured lady,' Gloria

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
in Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn,
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
'Most highly favoured lady,' Gloria

The Apostles Creed
Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator
of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ?
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

Prayers (led by Lesley Wooding)

At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
May the God of peace make you completely
holy, ready for the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

The peace of God be always with you.
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
Everything in heaven and earth comes from
you, Lord. We give you only what is yours. 
May you be praised forever and ever. Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, it is our duty and our joy, at
all times and in all places  to give you thanks
and praise, holy Father, heavenly King,
almighty and eternal God, through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord.

For he is your living Word; through him you
have created all things from the beginning,
and formed us in your own image.  Through
him you have freed us from the slavery of
sin, giving him to be born of a woman and to
die upon the cross; you raised him from the
dead and exalted him to your right hand on
high. Through him you have sent upon us
your holy and life-giving Spirit, and made us
a people for your own possession.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven, we proclaim
your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and saying:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we
follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his
body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his
offering of himself made once for all upon the
cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your
kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we
make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest, this
our sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as we
eat and drink these holy gifts in the presence
of your divine majesty, renew us by your
Spirit, inspire us with your love and unite us in
the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before
you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father
almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be
yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord
Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his blood
which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song
We wait with great expectancy
to see your Kingdom come.
We trust your word to be fulfilled
and pray your will be done.
So in our world of ache and loss
we’re calling out, as one:

   Come Lord Jesus,
   we hunger and we yearn
   for your return.
   Come Lord Jesus, 
   oh we pray for your return.

You came to us so long ago
and you will come again.
We long for heaven on the earth,
an end to grief and pain.
Lord, may our lives anticipate
and usher in your reign.

   Come Lord Jesus,
   we long to know you here,
   come and draw near.
   Come Lord Jesus,
   oh we long to know you here.



So lead us in your patience, Lord, 
and help us match your pace,
to walk the straight and narrow road
in rhythms of your grace,
and may this Advent way of life
all hurriedness replace.

   Come Lord Jesus,
   and teach us how to wait,
   you are not late.
   Come Lord Jesus,
   help us worship as we wait.

Prayer after Communion
Heavenly Father, who chose Mary to be the
mother of the promised saviour: fill us your
servants with your grace, that in all things we
may embrace your holy will and with her rejoice
in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.
Banns of Marriage  & Notices

Worship in Song
God's saints of old through history told
Of the One who was to come
A Son a King a Lamb to be slain
For the sins of all the world

   He's the Promise of the Ages
   Lifted up to save us
   Jesus Christ our sacrifice
   He's the Fount of living water
   King and Friend forever
   Bow before the Promise of the 

In flesh He came yet chose to remain
With the outcast and the poor
He bled He died was raised glorified
Now He lives forever more

Bridge
   Lift your hands and sing hallelujah
   to the King of all the earth
   Raise your voice and sing hallelujah
   to the King of all the earth

Blessing
May God himself, the God of peace, make
you perfect and holy, and keep you safe and
blameless, in body, soul and spirit, for the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; and the
blessing of God almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and
remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


