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The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Words of Welcome

Today's Theme

Introduction to Worship
Let us worship the Saviour: Heavenly king, yet
born of Mary; 
Jesus, Son of God, we praise and adore you.

Eternal Word, yet child without speech;
Jesus, Son of God, we praise and adore you.

Robed in glory, yet wrapped in infant clothes;
Jesus, Son of God, we praise and adore you.

Lord of heaven and earth, yet laid in a manger;
Jesus, Son of God,  we praise and adore you.

To you, O Jesus,  strong in your weakness,
glorious in your humility, mighty to save, be
all praise and glory, with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Joy to the world the Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and nature sing
And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing

Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns
Let men their songs employ
While fields and floods
Rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love

Lighting the Advent Candles

Confession
We confess that amid all the joys and festivities
of this season, we have sometimes forgotten
what Christmas really means, and have left the
Lord Jesus out of our thinking and living:
Father, forgive us.

Help us to remember that you have loved
the world so much that you gave your only
Son who was born to be our Saviour:
Lord, help us.

We confess that we have allowed the most
important event in history to become dulled
by familiarity:
Father, forgive us.

Help us to recapture a sense of wonder and
discover again that the Creator of the
universe has come to us as a newborn baby:
Lord, help us.

We confess to a selfish enjoyment of
Christmas while we do little to help the
homeless families of your world:
Father, forgive us.

Fill our hearts with the love that cares,
that understands and gives; show us how
we can best serve those in need; for the
sake of him who was born in a stable, Jesus
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Special Prayer for Today
God our redeemer, who prepared the
Blessed Virgin Mary to be the mother of your
Son: grant that, as she looked for his coming
as our saviour, so we may be ready to greet
him when he comes again as our judge; who
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen.



Bible Reading
Luke 1.39-56 (Church Bible page 855)

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon - Damian

Song of Worship
See Him lying on a bed of straw
A draughty stable with an open door
Mary cradling the babe she bore
The Prince of glory is His name

   O now carry me to Bethlehem
   To see the Lord of love again
   Just as poor as was the stable then
   The Prince of glory when He came

Star of silver sweep across the skies
Show where Jesus in the manger lies
Shepherds swiftly from your stupor rise
To see the Saviour of the world

Angels sing again the song you sang
Sing the glory of God's gracious plan
Sing that Bethl'em's little baby can
Be the Saviour of us all

Mine are riches from Your poverty
From Your innocence eternity
Mine forgiveness by Your death for me
Child of sorrow for my joy

An Affirmation of Faith
Let us confess our faith in the Son of God:
In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
Through him all things were made; without
him nothing was made that has been made. 
In him was life, and that life was the light of
us all.  

The Word became flesh and lived for a while
among us; we have seen his glory, the glory of
the one and only Son who came from the
Father, full of grace and truth.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the
Lord.  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.

The peace of God be always with you.
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
God of life, Saviour of the poor, receive
with this money gratitude for your
goodness, penitence for our pride and
dedication to your service in Jesus Christ
our Lord.   Amen.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

All glory and honour be yours always and
everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God.

We give you thanks and praise for your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our
fallen race humbled himself, was born of the
Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, and
lived as one of us.

In this mystery of the Word made flesh you
have caused his light to shine in our hearts,
to give knowledge of your glory in the face of
Jesus Christ. In him we see our God made
visible and so are caught up in the love of the
God we cannot see.

Therefore with angels and archangels, and
with all the company of heaven, we proclaim
your great and glorious name, for ever
praising you and saying:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest.

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, through
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, and as we
follow his example and obey his command,
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these gifts of bread and wine may be to us his
body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat;
this is my body which is given for you; do this
in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he took the cup
and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we remember his
offering of himself made once for all upon the
cross; we proclaim his mighty resurrection and
glorious ascension; we look for the coming of your
kingdom, and with this bread and this cup we
make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.

Great is the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again.

Accept through him, our great high priest, this
our sacrifice of thanks and praise, and as we eat
and drink these holy gifts in the presence of your
divine majesty, renew us by your Spirit, inspire us
with your love and unite us in the body of your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through him, and with him, and in him, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, with all who stand before
you in earth and heaven, we worship you, Father
almighty, in songs of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power
be yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord
Jesus Christ  which he gave for you, and his blood
which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Worship in Song
We wait with great expectancy
to see your Kingdom come.
We trust your word to be fulfilled
and pray your will be done.
So in our world of ache and loss
we’re calling out, as one:

   Come Lord Jesus,
   we hunger and we yearn
   for your return.
   Come Lord Jesus, 
   oh we pray for your return.

You came to us so long ago
and you will come again.
We long for heaven on the earth,
an end to grief and pain.
Lord, may our lives anticipate
and usher in your reign.



   Come Lord Jesus,
   we long to know you here,
   come and draw near.
   Come Lord Jesus,
   oh we long to know you here.

So lead us in your patience, Lord, 
and help us match your pace,
to walk the straight and narrow road
in rhythms of your grace,
and may this Advent way of life
all hurriedness replace.

   Come Lord Jesus,
   and teach us how to wait,
   you are not late.
   Come Lord Jesus,
   help us worship as we wait.

Prayer after Communion
Heavenly Father, who chose Mary to be the
mother of the promised saviour: fill us your
servants with your grace, that in all things we
may embrace your holy will  and with her rejoice
in your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Notices

Worship in Song
Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled
Joyful all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With th'angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem

   Hark the herald angels sing
   Glory to the newborn King

Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord
Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of the Virgin's womb
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail th'incarnate Deity
Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings
Ris'n with healing in His wings
Mild He lays His glory by
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

Blessing
The joy of the angels, the wonder of the
shepherds, and the peace of the Christ child,
fill your hearts this Christmas time; and the
blessing of God, the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit, be with you now and
always. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


