
The Epiphany
Service of Holy Communion

2 January 2022 at 10 am

Epiphany means 'appearing.'   At this time in
the church year we celebrate God showing
himself to the world in Jesus.

Introduction to Worship
Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the
glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, darkness
covers the earth and thick darkness is over the
peoples, but the LORD rises upon you and his
glory appears over you. Nations will come to
your light, and kings to the brightness of your
dawn. Isaiah 60:1-3

Worship in Song
As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold
As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward beaming bright
So most gracious Lord may we
Evermore be led to Thee

As with joyful steps they sped
To that lowly manger bed
There to bend the knee before
Him whom heav'n and earth adore
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat

As their precious gifts they laid
At Thy manger roughly made
So may we with holy joy
Pure and free from sin's alloy
All our costliest treasures bring
Christ to Thee our heav'nly King

Holy Jesu ev'ry day
Keep us in the narrow way
And when earthly things are past
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide
Where no clouds Thy glory hide

In the heav'nly country bright
Need they no created light
Thou its light its joy its crown
Thou its sun which goes not down
There for ever may we sing
Alleluias to our King

Confession
The wise men sought to put Christ first and to
worship him as God's anointed one, the
Messiah.

God of the Bethlehem star, we confess that
our motives for seeking Jesus are not pure. 
We do not simply come to worship: we come
to Christ, asking him to fulfill all our selfish
desires.  Help us, O Lord. to follow the
example of the wise men, worshipping you
with humility and laying our gifts before you. 
May we journey in faith, trusting that your
light will lead and guide us, all the days of our
life.  Amen.

This is the message we have heard from him
and proclaim to you, that God is light and in
him there is no darkness at all.  If we say that
we have fellowship with him while we are
walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what
is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself
is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus his Son
cleanses us from all sin.

Prayer for Today
O God, who by the leading of a star
manifested your only Son to the peoples of the
earth: mercifully grant that we, who know you
now by faith, may at last behold your glory
face to face; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for
ever.  Amen.



Bible Reading
Matthew 2.1-18 (New Testament p807)

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one
Being with the Father; through him all things
were made.  For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate from
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was
made man.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance with
the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He
will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no
end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church.  We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of
the increase of his government and of peace
there shall be no end.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

Worship in Song
Light of the world, you stepped down into darkness,
Opened my eyes, let me see.
Beauty that made this heart adore You,
Hope of a life spent with you.

   So here I am to worship, 
   here I am to bow down,
   Here I am to say that You're my God:
   You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
   Altogether wonderful to me.

King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above,
Humbly You came to the earth You created,
All for love's sake became poor.

   And I'll never know how much it cost,
   To see my sin upon that cross.  (repeat)

Offertory Prayer
Lord Jesus Christ, for our sake you became
poor.  May our lives and gifts enrich the life
of your world.  Amen.

The Communion
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise

All honour and praise be yours always and
everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God,
through Jesus Christ your only Son our Lord:
for at this time we celebrate your glory made



present in our midst. In the coming of the magi
the King of all the world was revealed to the
nations. In the waters of baptism Jesus was
revealed as the Christ, the Saviour sent to
redeem us. In the water made wine the new
creation was revealed at the wedding feast.
Poverty was turned to riches, sorrow into joy.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift
our voices to proclaim the glory of your name
and say our joyful hymn of praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his
command, send your Holy Spirit, that broken
bread and wine outpoured may be for us the
body and blood of your dear Son.

On the night before he died he had supper with
his friends and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for
you; do this in remembrance of me.

When supper was ended he took the cup of
wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and
said: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of
the new covenant, which is shed for you and
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in
him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross. Bringing
before you the bread of life and cup of
salvation, we proclaim his death and
resurrection until he comes in glory.

Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Lord of all life, help us to work together for
that day when your kingdom comes and
justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in
your loving arms and bring us with all the
saints to feast at your table in heaven. 
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and
glory are yours, O loving Father, for ever and
ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith.  Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and
his blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink
in remembrance that he died for you, and feed
on him in your hearts by faith with
thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Hymn during communion 
Darkness like a shroud covers the earth
Evil like a cloud covers the people
But the Lord will rise upon you
And his glory will appear on you
Nations will come to your light.

   Arise shine your light has come
   The glory of the Lord has risen on you
   Arise shine your light has come
   Jesus the light of the world has come.



Children of the light be clean and pure
Rise you sleepers, Christ will shine on you
Take the Spirit's flashing two-edged sword
And with faith declare God's mighty word
Stand up and in his strength be strong.

Here among us now, Christ the light
Kindles brighter flames in our trembling hearts
Living word, our lamp, come guide our feet
As we walk as one in light and peace
Justice and truth shine like the sun.

Like a city bright, so let us blaze
Lights in every street turning night to day
And the darkness shall not overcome
Till the fullness of Christ's kingdom comes
Dawning to God's eternal day.

Prayer after Communion
Lord God, the bright splendour whom the
nations seek: may we who with the wise men
have been drawn by your light discern the glory
of your presence in your Son, the Word made
flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Worship in Song
We three kings of Orient are
Bearing gifts we traverse afar
Field and fountain moor and mountain
Following yonder star

   O star of wonder star of night
   Star with royal beauty bright
   Westward leading still proceeding
   Guide us to Thy perfect light

Born a King on Bethlehem's plain
Gold I bring to crown Him again
King forever ceasing never
Over us all to reign

Frankincense to offer have I
Incense owns a Deity nigh
Prayer and praising all men raising
Worship Him God on high

Myrrh is mine its bitter perfume
Breathes a life of gathering gloom
Sorrowing sighing bleeding dying
Sealed in the stone cold tomb

Glorious now behold Him arise
King and God and sacrifice
Alleluia alleluia
Peals through the earth and skies

Blessing
Christ the Son of God perfect in you the image
of his glory and gladden your hearts with the
good news of his kingdom; and the blessing of
God, the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit, be with you now and always.
Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


