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Welcome

Introduction to Worship
Today is the First Sunday of Epiphany when we
remember the time at the very beginning of his
ministry when Jesus came to John to be baptised
in the River Jordan.  As he was baptised the Father
spoke from heaven, the Spirit descended as a dove
/ and Jesus was anointed with power from on high
for his ministry.

In the service we will have an opportunity to
renew our baptism vows, and to re-commit
ourselves to God at the start of a new year.

Worship in Song
Lord for the years your love has kept and guided
Urged and inspired us cheered us on our way
Sought us and saved us pardoned and provided
Lord of the years we bring our thanks today

Lord for that word the word of life which fires us
Speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze
Teaches and trains rebukes us and inspires us
Lord of the word receive Your people's praise

Lord for our land In this our generation
Spirits oppressed by pleasure wealth and care
For young and old for commonwealth and nation
Lord of our land be pleased to hear our prayer

Lord for our world when we disown and doubt Him
Loveless in strength and comfortless in pain
Hungry and helpless lost indeed without Him
Lord of the world we pray that Christ may reign

Lord for ourselves in living power remake us
Self on the cross and Christ upon the throne
Past put behind us for the future take us
Lord of our lives to live for Christ alone

Prayer for Today
Heavenly Father at the Jordan you revealed Jesus
as your Son: may we recognise him as our Lord
and know ourselves to be your beloved children;
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.  Amen.

Bible Reading 
Luke 3.15-17 & 21-22 (New Testament p858)
This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Sermon

Renewal of Baptism Vows
God made a covenant with the people of
Israel, calling them to be a holy nation,
chosen to bear witness to his steadfast love
by finding delight in the law. 

The covenant was renewed in Jesus Christ our
Lord, in his life, work, death and resurrection.
In him all people may be set free from sin and
its power, and united in love and obedience. 

In this covenant God promises us new life in
Christ. For our part we promise to live no
longer for ourselves but for God.  We meet,
therefore, as generations have met before us,
to renew the covenant which bound them
and binds us to God.  

We come also to renew the promises made at
our baptism, affirming our allegiance to Christ
and our rejection of all that is evil. In our
baptism we died with Christ and were buried
with him, so that we might rise with him to a
new life within the family of his church.

Let us first seek forgiveness for the sin by
which we have denied God’s claim upon us.

God of mercy, hear us as we confess our sins. 
For the sin that has made us slow to learn
from Christ, reluctant to follow him, and
afraid to bear the cross.  
Lord, have mercy:  Lord, forgive.

For the sin that has caused the poverty of our
worship, the formality and selfishness of our
prayers, our neglect of fellowship and of the means
of grace, and our hesitating witness for Christ.  
Lord, have mercy: Lord, forgive.



For the sin that has led us to misuse your
gifts, evade our responsibilities, and fail to be
good stewards of your creation.  
Lord, have mercy:  Lord, forgive.

For the sin that has made us unwilling to
overcome evil with good, tolerant of injustice,
quick to condemn, and selfish in sharing your
love with others.
Lord, have mercy:  Lord, forgive.

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into
his marvellous light.  To follow Christ means
dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 
Therefore I ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion
against God?
I reject them.

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil
I renounce them.

Do you repent of the sins that separate us
from God and neighbour?
I repent of them.

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
I turn to Christ.

Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
I submit to Christ.

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and
the life?
I come to Christ.

And now I ask you to make the profession of
Christian faith into which you were baptized,
and in which you live and grow.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
who made the world?
I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus
Christ, who redeemed humankind?
I believe and trust in him.

Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God?
I believe and trust in him.

This is the faith of the Church.  This is our
faith. We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Almighty God, we thank you for our
fellowship in the household of faith with all
who have been baptized into your name. 
Keep us faithful to our baptism, and so make
us ready for that day when the whole creation
shall be made perfect in your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Worship in Song
All I once held dear, built my life upon,
All this world reveres, and wars to own,
All I once thought gain I have counted loss;
Spent and worthless now, compared to this.

   Knowing you, Jesus,
   Knowing you, there is no greater thing.
   You're my all, you're the best,
   You're my joy, my righteousness,
   And I love you, Lord.

Now my heart's desire is to know you more,
To be found in you and known as yours.
To possess by faith what I could not earn,
All surpassing gift of righteousness.

Oh to know the power of your risen life,
And to know you in your sufferings.
To become like you in your death, my Lord,
So with you to live and never die.

Prayers 
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to
God in one body by the cross. We meet in his
name and share his peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
Everything in heaven and earth comes from you,
Lord. We give you only what is yours.  May you
be praised forever and ever. Amen.



The Eucharistic Prayer G
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, Lord God, our light and our
salvation; to you be glory and praise for ever. 
From the beginning you have created all things 
and all your works echo the silent music of your
praise.  In the fullness of time you made us in
your image, the crown of all creation.  You give
us breath and speech, that with angels and
archangels and all the powers of heaven we may
find a voice to sing your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

How wonderful the work of your hands, O Lord. 
As a mother tenderly gathers her children, you
embraced a people as your own.  When they
turned away and rebelled your love remained
steadfast.  From them you raised up Jesus our
Saviour, born of Mary, to be the living bread, in
whom all our hungers are satisfied.  He offered
his life for sinners, and with a love stronger than
death he opened wide his arms on the cross.

On the night before he died, he came to supper
with his friends and, taking bread, he gave you
thanks.  He broke it and gave it to them, saying: 
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.

Jesus Christ is Lord: 
Lord, by your cross and resurrection you have
set us free.  You are the Saviour of the world.

Father, we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross; we remember
his dying and rising in glory, and we rejoice that
he intercedes for us at your right hand.

Pour out your Holy Spirit as we bring before
you these gifts of your creation; may they be
for us the body and blood of your dear Son.

As we eat and drink these holy things in your
presence, form us in the likeness of Christ, and
build us into a living temple to your glory.

Remember, Lord, your Church in every land.
Reveal her unity, guard her faith, and preserve
her in peace.  Bring us at the last with all the
saints to the vision of that eternal splendour for
which you have created us; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, by whom, with whom, and in whom,
with all who stand before you in earth and
heaven, we worship you, Father almighty, in
words of everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory and power be
yours for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our
daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as
we forgive those who trespass against us.  And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power and
the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you. Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion



Song during Communion
As the deer pants for the water,
So my soul longs after you.
You alone are my heart's desire
And I long to worship you.

   You alone are my strength, my shield,
   To you alone may my spirit yield.
   You alone are my heart's desire
   And I long to worship you.

I want you more than gold or silver,
Only you can satisfy.
You alone are the real joy-giver
And the apple of my eye.

You're my friend and you are my brother,
Even though you are a king.
I love you more than any other,
So much more than anything.

Prayer after Communion
Lord of all time and eternity, you opened the
heavens and revealed yourself as Father in
the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: by the
power of your Spirit complete the heavenly
work of our rebirth through the waters of the
new creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Worship in Song
In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This cornerstone, this solid ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My comforter, my all in all, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone! Who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again.
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,
Can ever pluck me from His hand;
Till he returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand!

Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all
understanding, keep your hearts and minds in
the knowledge and love of God, and of his
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of
God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with
you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.


