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Welcome

Introduction to Worship
In Luke's gospel, Jesus called together the
disciples along with and a great multitude to a
level place who came to hear him and be healed
of their diseases. There he spoke of the kingdom
of God.  Jesus contrasts the blessings in store for
those who are poor and who suffer now with the
woes in store for those who are rich and
comfortable. He highlights the blessings gained
from trusting God, and the loss incurred when
we turn away from God.

Opening Prayer
God of blessings and woes, bless us this day
with lives filled with love, caring, generosity,
and hope.  We pray that we may be
instruments of your love and grace.  Open our
hearts to a world filled with brokenness and
pain, in the name of the one who taught us
the ways of light and love.  Amen.

Worship in Song
O sov'reign God O matchless King
The saints adore the angels sing
And fall before the throne of grace
To You belongs the highest praise

These sufferings this passing tide
Under Your wings I will abide
And ev'ry enemy shall flee
You are my hope and victory

   Praise the Father praise the Son
   Praise the Spirit Three in One
   Clothed in power and in grace
   The name above all other names

To the valley for my soul
Thy great descent has made me whole
Your word my heart has welcomed home
Now peace like water ever flows

Interview with David Barlow

Bible Reading
Luke 6.17-26 (New Testament p862)

This is the word the Lord
Thanks be to God

Worship in Song
Though the nations rage kingdoms rise and fall
There is still one King reigning over all
So I will not fear for this truth remains
That my God is the Ancient of Days

   None above Him none before Him
   All of time in His hands
   For His throne it shall remain and ever stand
   All the power all the glory 
   I will trust in His name
   For my God is the Ancient of days

Though the dread of night overwhelms my soul
He is here with me, I am not alone
O His love is sure and He knows my name
For my God is the Ancient of Days

Though I may not see  what the future brings
I will watch and wait for the Saviour king
Then my joy complete standing face to face
In the presence of the Ancient of Days

Confession
God of love, we have been lazy, selfish and
careless in allowing our world to become a
broken place of inequality, corruption and
conflict.  We have tolerated injustice; we
have not had compassion on those in need. 
We confess that our hearts are full of
prejudice, envy and pride.  Renew us in your
love, O Lord, and in your mercy heal us for
our sins. Awaken us to the role we can play
in proclaiming your kingdom.  Strengthen us
through the power of the Holy Spirit to live
and work for your glory. Amen.



God's Assurance of Forgiveness
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant you
pardon and forgiveness of all your sins, time
for amendment of life, and the grace and
strength of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God
from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made.  For us
and for our salvation he came down from
heaven, was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and  
the Virgin Mary and was made man.  For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day
he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.  He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshipped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.  We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look
for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come.  Amen.

Prayer for Today
Almighty God, who alone can bring order to
the unruly wills and passions of sinful
humanity: give your people grace so to love
what you command and to desire what you
promise, that, among the many changes of
this world, our hearts may surely there be
fixed where true joys are to be found; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Hear the call of the kingdom
Lift your eyes to the King
Let His song rise within you
As a fragrant offering
Of how God rich in mercy came in Christ to redeem
All who trust in His unfailing grace

Hear the call of the kingdom
To be children of light
With the mercy of heaven the humility of Christ
Walking justly before Him
Loving all that is right
That the life of Christ may shine through us

   King of heaven we will answer the call
   We will follow bringing hope to the world
   Filled with passion filled with power to proclaim
   Salvation in Jesus' name

Hear the call of the kingdom
To reach out to the lost
With the Father's compassion
In the wonder of the cross
Bringing peace and forgiveness
And a hope yet to come
Let the nations put their trust in Him

Offertory Prayer
Heavenly Father, source of every blessing, you
have nourished our souls with your ways of life.
In gratitude and thanks for the blessings you
have showered upon us, we return these gifts to
you.   Multiply them with your love, that they
may go forth to heal a world trapped in



loneliness and isolation.  In the name of Jesus,
your Son, who leads us into life eternal.  Amen.

Sermon

Worship in Song
Ye servants of God your master proclaim
And publish abroad his wonderful name
The name all victorious of Jesus extol
His kingdom is glorious and rules over all

God ruleth on high almighty to save
And still He is nigh His presence we have
The great congregation his triumph shall sing
Ascribing salvation to Jesus our king

Salvation to God who sits on the throne
Let all cry aloud and honour the Son
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim
Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb

Then let us adore and give him his right
All glory and power all wisdom and might
All honour and blessing with angels above
And thanks never ceasing and infinite love

Blessing
May God the Father, judge all-merciful, make
us worthy of a place in his kingdom.  Amen.

May God the Son, coming among us in power,
reveal in our midst the promise of his glory.  Amen.

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith,
joyful in hope and constant in love.  Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father,
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you
and remain with you always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Worship in Song
May the peace of God our heav'nly Father
And the grace of Christ the risen Son
And the fellowship of God the Spirit
Keep our hearts and minds within His love

   And to Him be praise for His glorious reign
   From the depths of earth to the heights of heav'n
   We declare the name of the Lamb once slain
   Christ eternal the King of kings

May this peace which passes understanding
And this grace which makes us what we are
And this fellowship of His communion
Make us one in spirit and in heart


