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Song before Service
My soul finds rest in God alone

Countdown

Welcome

Introduction to Worship
This is the first Sunday in Lent.  In the Gospel
reading from Luke, before Jesus begins his
public ministry he is led by the Spirit into the
desert where he faces a cosmic battle with
Satan. We shall learn more of this battle
today and what Jesus’ victory means for us
when we face temptation.

Call to Worship
As Jesus began his work for the world, he was
led by the Spirit into the wilderness.
As we begin our Lenten journey, may we be
empowered by the Spirit, even in the
uncomfortable places.

In those forty days, Jesus was faced with hunger,
doubt and temptation.
As we seek to follow Jesus, may we be
strengthened by the Spirit to do what is right
when we face difficult choices.

Jesus left the wilderness, faithful and obedient to
God, rejoicing in the One in whom he trusted.
As we continue on our path to faithfulness,
may we be led by Jesus Christ, rejoicing in
the Lord our God.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
O'er the world's tempestuous sea;
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
For we have no help but thee;
Yet possessing every blessing
If our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
All our weakness thou dost know,
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;
Lone and dreary, faint and weary,
Through the desert thou didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,
Fill our hearts with heavenly joy,
Love with every passion blending,
Pleasure that can never cloy:
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy.

Confession
Gracious and merciful God, we confess to you
our reluctance to get involved in difficult
situations, and for the times when we are
tempted to do what is easy rather than what is
right:
Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to use the gifts you
give us to benefit ourselves at the expense of
serving others:
Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to boast, rather than
being guided by the humility of Christ:
Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

When we are tempted to use power to
influence and control others:
Forgive us, O God, and increase our trust in you.

Merciful God, save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.  Forgive us our sins
and fill us with the joy and peace of your
salvation.  So strengthen us with your Spirit
during this Lenten season that we put our
whole trust in you as confidently as Jesus
did.  This we pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.  Amen.



God's Assurance of Forgiveness
As the Apostle Paul wrote: “...if you confess
with your lips that Jesus Christ is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised him
from the dead, you will be saved.”  These
words contain the good news that in Jesus
Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.

Bible Reading
Luke 4.1-13 (Church Bible page 859)

This is the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ

Prayer for Today
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty
days in the wilderness, and was tempted as we are,
yet without sin: give us grace to discipline ourselves
in obedience to your Spirit; and, as you know our
weakness, so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Sermon

Worship in Song
Blessed be Your name
In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed be Your name

   Ev’ry blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise
   When the darkness closes in Lord still I will say
   Blessed be the name of the Lord
   Blessed be Your name
   Blessed be the name of the Lord
   Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name
When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's all as it should be
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name
On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering
Blessed be Your name

   You give and take away
   You give and take away
   My heart will choose to say
   Lord blessed be Your name

An Affirmation of Faith
Using words from Philippians chapter 2, let us
affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God:
Though he was divine, he did not cling to
equality with God, but made himself
nothing.  Taking the form of a slave, he was
born in human likeness.  He humbled
himself and was obedient to death, even the
death of the cross.  Therefore God has raised
him on high, and given him the name above
every name: that at the name of Jesus every
knee should bow, and every voice proclaim
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father. Amen.

Prayers
At the end: Merciful Father,
accept these prayers for the sake of your
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen.

The Peace
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has given us access to his grace.

The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.

Offertory Prayer
In his hour of his temptation, when Jesus
hungered, he quoted his Father's words to
Israel in the wilderness “Man does not live by
bread alone, but by every word that comes
from the mouth of the Lord.”  Lord, we thank
you that you have provided all we need.  All
that we have is yours.  Receive the offering of
our hands and the gratitude of our hearts. In
the name of our Saviour we pray. Amen.



The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you. And also with you

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.

It is right to praise you, Father, Lord of all
creation; in your love you made us for
yourself.  When we turned away you did not
reject us, but came to meet us in your Son.
You embraced us as your children
and welcomed us to sit and eat with you.

In Christ you shared our life that we might live
in him and he in us.
He opened his arms of love upon the cross and
made for all the perfect sacrifice for sin.

On the night he was betrayed, at supper with
his friends he took bread, and gave you
thanks; he broke it and gave it to them,
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is
given for you; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his body is the bread of life.

At the end of supper, taking the cup of wine,
he gave you thanks, and said: Drink this, all of
you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins; do this in remembrance of me.
Father, we do this in remembrance of him:
his blood is shed for all.

As we proclaim his death and celebrate his
rising in glory, send your Holy Spirit that this
bread and this wine may be to us the body
and blood of your dear Son.
As we eat and drink these holy gifts make us
one in Christ, our risen Lord.

With your whole Church throughout the world
we offer you this sacrifice of praise and lift our
voice to join the eternal song of heaven:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and
might, heaven and earth are full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest.

The Lord's Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today
our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us
not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and for ever.  Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
Every time we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.

Giving of Communion
Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our
Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, and his
blood which he shed for you.  Eat and drink in
remembrance that he died for you, and feed on
him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

We receive communion

Song during Communion
Seek ye first the kingdom of God
And His righteousness
And all these things shall be added unto you
Allelu alleluia

Man shall not live by bread alone
But by ev'ry word
That proceeds from the mouth of God
Allelu alleluia

Ask and it shall be given unto you
Seek and ye shall find
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you
Allelu alleluia

Song during Communion
Beneath the cross of Jesus
I fain would take my stand
The shadow of a mighty rock
Within a weary land;
A home within a wilderness,
A rest upon the way,
From the burning of the noontide heat
And the burden of the day.



Upon that cross of Jesus
Mine eye at times can see
The very dying form of One
Who suffered there for me.
And from my stricken heart, with tears,
Two wonders I confess
The wonders of his glorious love,
And my own worthlessness.

I take, O cross, thy shadow,
For my abiding place.
I ask no other sunshine than
The sunshine of his face;
Content to let the world go by,
To know no gain or loss; 
My sinful self my only shame,
My glory all, the cross.

Prayer after Communion
Lord God, you have renewed us with the
living bread from heaven; by it you nourish
our faith, increase our hope, and strengthen
our love: teach us always to hunger for him
who is the true and living bread, and enable
us to live by every word that proceeds from
out of your mouth; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

Worship in Song
Before the throne of God above
I have a strong a perfect plea
A great High Priest whose name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me
My name is graven on His hands
My name is written on His heart
I know that while in heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart

When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin
Because the sinless Saviour died
My sinful soul is counted free
For God the Just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me

Behold Him there the risen Lamb
My perfect spotless Righteousness
The great unchangeable I AM
The King of glory and of grace
One with Himself I cannot die
My soul is purchased by His blood
My life is hid with Christ on high
With Christ my Saviour and my God

Blessing
Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, to
deny yourselves, take up your cross, and
follow him; and the blessing of God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit,
be with you now and always.  Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Music as we leave
Hallelujah sing to Jesus


